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It’s already this time of the year! From International 

House we would like to thank you for coming to our 

last term’s classes! It’s been fun!  

We would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year 2015! Some of us will see each 

other again next term, but for those of you who are 

Our teacher Raúl is an official examiner for 

the Instituto Cervantes. Durham University 

was the host for some of our best Spanish 

teachers in the UK. His presentation about 

How to Integrate New Digital Technologies 

in the Classroom,  was a success! 

 

Interesting, right? You can see the 

whole presentation here: http://

nosoloele.wordpress.com/2014/12/01/

la-interaccion-en-los-nuevos-entornos-

virtuales-de-aprendizaje/  

 

leaving us, good luck and keep practicing! :) 

Remember we love to hear from you, feel free 

to drop us a line! 

Muchas gracias! Merci Beaucoup! 



Las NAVIDADES in Spain refers to the yearly period from December 

24thto January 6th  

Christmas in Spain gets off to a rather peculiar and unofficial start 

on Dec. 22nd when you can hear the numbers and prizes of the 

Lotería de Navidad, which is likely the most followed Spanish 

lottery during the entire 

year. In Spain, when you 

hear the melodic sounds of 

the prize draw on the radio, 

you think: “Christmas time 

has arrived". 

 

After the celebration of economic good fortune, 

Dec. 24th is Christmas Eve (Nochebuena in Spanish), 

which is a family celebration in which Spaniards 

often gather around a table loaded with exquisite 

delicacies to have dinner together (and when we 

say family in Spanish, the word suggests a great 

deal of people). The annual family affair is a joyful 

event, where the sumptuous meal and the high 

spirits carry on until late at night. 

that on Christmas Day parks and plazas fill 

with children playing with their friends and 

showing them their new toys . 

While Christmas Eve is a family celebration, 

New Year’s Eve (called Nochevieja in Spanish) 

is a time for partying with friends. It is a night 

for throwing fiestas called “cotillones” or for 

gathering in town squares under the old clock 

tower waiting in anxious anticipation for it to 

strike twelve. According to tradition, observ-

ers must wolf down 12 grapes at this time to 

guarantee good fortune for the New Year. 

Afterward, excited revelers often offer toasts 

to the New Year with glasses of cava. The 

festive spirit continues until the wee hours of 

the early morning and January 1st is a day of 

rest for those who have partied away the last 

night of the old year. 

On Jan. 5th, many make their way to 

their favourite bakeries to order 

a Roscón de Reyes (a ring shaped cake 

eaten on Jan. 6th), which they will enjoy 

for breakfast the following day. Much 

more than a day for sweet traditions, 

the main focus here is on the kids, as 

parades roll through town in which the 

Tres Reyes Magos (three magic kings) 

and their pages do not hesitate to 

shower candy and gifts over delighted 

children. 

Something of a new holiday tradition 

has been gaining in popularity in Spain 

for the last few decades inspired by the 

popular culture of other coun-

tries; Santa Claus, known in Spain as 

Papá Noel, brings gifts for children to 

open on Christmas Eve, which means 

“At midnight in New Year’s Eve, you must eat 12 grapes to guarantee 

good fortune for the New Year.” 

IH NEWCASTLE 



In France, a Nativity crib is often used to help decorate the house. 

French cribs have clay figures in them, not wooden ones. During 

December, some towns and cities such as Marseille have fairs 

that sell Nativity figures. As well as having the normal Nativity 

figures in them, French scenes also have figures such as a Butcher, 

a Baker, a Policeman and a Priest  

In French Happy/Merry Christmas is 'Joyeux Noël'. In Breton 

(spoken by some people in Brittany, Northern France) it's 

'Nedeleg Laouen' and in Corsican it's 'Bon Natale'  

Yule logs made out of Cherry Wood are often burned is French 

homes. The log is carried into the home on Christmas Eve and is 

sprinkled with red wine to make the log smell nice when it 

is burning.  

 

phrase "Bonne Année!” 

On the next day, New Year's Day, families and friends 

exchange wishes and make their resolutions for the 

coming year.  

n France, unlike many other countries, it is usual to 

present your wishes until the third week of January!  

 

A yule log or Bûche de Noël is a traditional dessert served 

near Christmas, especially in France and several other fran-

cophone countries and former French colonies.  

The main Christmas meal, called Réveillon, is eaten on 

Christmas Eve/early Christmas morning after people have 

returned from the midnight Church Service. Dishes might 

include roast turkey with chestnuts or roast goose, oysters, 

foie gras, lobster, venison and cheeses. Le Réveillon is a 

symbolic awakening to the meaning of Christ's birth and is 

the culinary high point of the season, which may be en-

joyed at home or in a restaurant or café that is open all 

night.  

31 December marks the last day of the year and the begin-

ning of a very long night of joy and good humour. New 

Year's Eve ("Saint-Sylvester") celebrations are generally 

held among friends and family impatient to say the famous 

ISSUE 2 

Le Réveillon is a long dinner and a party, held on the evenings 

preceding Christmas Day and New Year's Day  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Year%27s_Day


ISSUE 2 

Improving your pronunciation has been one of the hottest topics these days, so we give 
you some suggestions! 
 
1) Listen to people speaking Spanish, your classmates are the best for practice! 
2) Speaking Spanish 
3) Listen to yourself speaking Spanish. 
4) Realize your mistakes,  that’s the only way for 
you to improve! 
5) Listen to native Spanish speakers, accents are 
very interesting!  
6) Use some of these websites: 

http://www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/ 

http://www.acapela-group.com/ 

http://es.forvo.com/languages/es/ 

 

… A little bit more!… A little bit more!   
 

A1 
The gender of nouns 
 
http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/averroes/centros-tic/41009470/helvia/aula/archivos/repositorio/0/57/html/
datos/01_lengua/03_Recursos/02_t/actividades/gramatica/act1.htm 
 
Revision of the Present tense 
http://educarete.byethost12.com/presente_de_indicativo.html 
 
A1+ 
 
Hay vs Está 
http://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/actividades_ave/nivelI/actividad_22.htm 
 
Revision of the Present Tense (Irregulars) 
http://langues.u-bordeaux4.fr/ESPAGNOL/EXOESPAGNOLABEL/PresenteIRREG.htm 
 
A2 
Ser vs Estar 
http://educarete.byethost12.com/los_verbos_ser_y_estar.html 
 
B1 
Pretérito Perfecto vs Pretérito Indefinido 
http://en.educaplay.com/en/learningresources/836510/p__perfecto_y_p__indefinido.htm 
 
B2 
Pretérito Indefinido vs Pretérito Imperfecto 
http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/superhombre2.php  

Grammar for Everyone!Grammar for Everyone!  

http://www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/
http://www.acapela-group.com/
http://es.forvo.com/languages/es/
http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/averroes/centros-tic/41009470/helvia/aula/archivos/repositorio/0/57/html/datos/01_lengua/03_Recursos/02_t/actividades/gramatica/act1.htm
http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/averroes/centros-tic/41009470/helvia/aula/archivos/repositorio/0/57/html/datos/01_lengua/03_Recursos/02_t/actividades/gramatica/act1.htm
http://educarete.byethost12.com/presente_de_indicativo.html
http://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/actividades_ave/nivelI/actividad_22.htm
http://langues.u-bordeaux4.fr/ESPAGNOL/EXOESPAGNOLABEL/PresenteIRREG.htm
http://educarete.byethost12.com/los_verbos_ser_y_estar.html
http://en.educaplay.com/en/learningresources/836510/p__perfecto_y_p__indefinido.htm
http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/superhombre2.php


 

7-15 Gallowgate 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE1 4SG 

Phone: 0191 232 9551 

Fax: 0191 232 1126 

E-mail: languages@ihnewcastle.com 

2015 Dates:2015 Dates:  
 

05 Jan 2015 05 Jan 2015 05 Jan 2015 ---   27 Mar 201527 Mar 201527 Mar 2015   

13 Apr 2015 13 Apr 2015 13 Apr 2015 –––03 Jul 201503 Jul 201503 Jul 2015   

06 Jul 201506 Jul 201506 Jul 2015———28 Aug 2015 28 Aug 2015 28 Aug 2015 (*)(*)(*)   

14 Sept 2015 14 Sept 2015 14 Sept 2015 –––04 Dec 201504 Dec 201504 Dec 2015   

***8 weeks summer term8 weeks summer term8 weeks summer term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RAÚL 
Beginners (A1), Elementary (A2), Intermediate (B1), Upper –Intermediate (B2) 
 
BEGOÑA  
Beginners (A1+) 

Beginners (A1) / False Beginners (A1+) Monday 

Elementary (A2) Tuesday 

Intermediate (B1) Wednesday 

Upper Intermediate (B2) Thursday 

Please make sure you are in the correct class! If you are not sure of your level, please feel free to contact us 

(languages@ihnewcastle.com) for a quick assessment! :) 

 

 

 SpanishSpanish: : https://www.facebook.com/spanishinnewcastle 

French: French: https://www.facebook.com/frenchinnewcastle   

 SpanishSpanish: https://twitter.com/Spanish_Newcast 

French: French: https://twitter.com/FRENCHC0URSES 

ISSUE 2 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%91



